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Abstract

Winter, Jeanette. The Watcher: Jane Goodall's Life with the Chimps . New York: Schwartz & Wade Books, 2011. Print.

Jeanette Winter is a prolific and award winning American children’s author and illustrator.  She tells us in her author’s note at the end of this
book that, as a child, she wished that she “could have read about someone like Jane Goodall – a brave woman who wasn’t afraid to do
something that had never been done before”.  So she wrote this book.

The picture book format and the Grade 3 reading level make this work appropriate for the lower elementary school target audience, children
who are beginning to think about what they want to be when they grow up.

While written mostly in poetic line form, the work is not particularly poetic. However the form does seem to give Winter the licence to begin
sentences with conjunctions and end them with prepositions.  The text reads more like folksy spoken American English than poetry.  For
example, “She woke at dawn and saw them slowly rise from their nests, sit for a spell, then go off to find food.”

Winter’s illustrations are the delight of the book.  They are simple, two-dimensional folk art works.  In this volume Winter purposefully uses two
distinct forms of presentation.  In the early part of the book, which traces Goodall’s life from her English childhood until she travels to Gombe,
the illustrations are square and centred on a coloured page with the text structured below them.  Once Goodall has set up her camp in the
forest, the illustrations are as wild and uncontained as the life Goodall led.  The paintings splash out across the pages and the text fits in and
around them wherever there is space.

As an introduction to the life of a remarkable female scientist and role model, this is a work that belongs in every public and elementary school
library.  However, because the text is not exemplary of well-written English, it should not be used for classroom study.

Recommended with reservations: 2 out of 4 stars

Reviewer: Sandy Campbell

 

Sandy is a Health Sciences Librarian at the University of Alberta, who has written hundreds of book reviews across many disciplines. 
Sandy thinks that sharing books with children is one of the greatest gifts anyone can give.
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Authors who publish with this journal agree to the following terms:

a. Authors retain copyright and grant the journal right of first publication with the work simultaneously licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License
that allows others to share the work with an acknowledgement of the work's authorship and initial publication in this journal.

b. Authors are able to enter into separate, additional contractual arrangements for the non-exclusive distribution of the journal's published version of the work
(e.g., post it to an institutional repository or publish it in a book), with an acknowledgement of its initial publication in this journal.

c. Authors are permitted and encouraged to post their work online (e.g., in institutional repositories or on their website) prior to and during the submission
process, as it can lead to productive exchanges, as well as earlier and greater citation of published work (See The Effect of Open Access).
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About the Journal
The Deakin Review of Children’s Literature is an electronic quarterly review of contemporary English-language materials of interest to children and young

adults. Of particular use to librarians, parents, teachers and anyone working with young people, we also publish news and opinions relevant to

children’s literacy.
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Watcher: Jane Goodall's Life With The Chimps. Jane Goodall's Life with the Chimps. By Jeanette Winter. GUIDED READING LEXILE® MEASURE
Grade Level Equivalent DRA LEVEL. Save to list. Other Books You Might Like. Privacy Policy Terms of Use. TM ® & © 2020 Scholastic Inc. All
Rights Reserved. Susan Cheyney. Jane watched the chimps. when they were angry or scared. and their hair stood on end. She saw them
swagger and throw tantrums, and kept out of the way. Jane watched the chimps at the Kakombe waterfall, leaping and swinging in awe
and wonder. at the tumbling water.  If you are interested in learning more about Jane Goodall, she has written a number of books about
her life, including My Life with the Chimpanzees and The Chimpanzees I Love: Saving Their World and Ours. You can also visit
janegoodall.org. Goodall, Jane, Winter, Jeanette. Year: 2011.  Jane Goodall: the woman who redefined man. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
Goodall, Jane, Peterson, Dale.

The Deakin Review of Children's Literature  provides immediate open access to its content
on the principle
that making research freely available to the public supports a greater global exchange
of knowledge.
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